Introduction {#Sec1}
============

Proton--lead (pPb) and lead--lead (PbPb) collisions at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) have brought heavy-ion physics to the high-energy realm \[[@CR1]--[@CR4]\]. A more than tenfold increase in the center-of-mass energy with respect to the deuteron--gold (DAu) collisions at the Relativistic Heavy-Ion Collider (RHIC) has made it possible to study novel hard-process observables in a heavy-ion environment. For example, production cross sections of heavy-gauge bosons (Z and W$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$^\pm $$\end{document}$) and jets have been measured. Because of the new experimental information from the LHC it is now also timely to update the pre-LHC global analyses of collinearly factorized nuclear parton distribution functions (PDFs) -- for reviews, see e.g. Refs. \[[@CR5], [@CR6]\].

The original idea of having nuclear effects in PDFs was data-driven as the early deep inelastic scattering (DIS) experiments unexpectedly revealed significant nuclear effects in the cross sections \[[@CR7], [@CR8]\]. It was then demonstrated \[[@CR9], [@CR10]\] that such effects in DIS and fixed nuclear-target Drell--Yan (DY) cross sections can be consistently described by modifying the free nucleon PDFs at low $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2$$\end{document}$ and letting the Dokshitzer--Gribov--Lipatov--Altarelli--Parisi (DGLAP) evolution \[[@CR11]--[@CR17]\] take care of the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$Q^2$$\end{document}$ dependence. In other words, the data were in line with a concept that the measured nuclear effects are of non-perturbative origin but at sufficiently high $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2$$\end{document}$ there is no fundamental difference in the scattering off a nucleon or off a nucleus. These ideas eventually led to the first global fit and the EKS98 set of leading-order nuclear PDFs \[[@CR18], [@CR19]\]. Since then, several parametrizations based on the DIS and DY data have been released at leading order (EKPS \[[@CR20]\], HKM \[[@CR21]\], HKN04 \[[@CR22]\]), next-to-leading order (nDS \[[@CR23]\], HKN07 \[[@CR24]\], nCTEQ \[[@CR25]\], AT12 \[[@CR26]\]), and next-to-next-to-leading order (KA15 \[[@CR27]\]) perturbative QCD.[1](#Fn1){ref-type="fn"} For the rather limited kinematic coverage of the fixed-target data and the fact that only two types of data were used in these fits, significant simplifying assumptions had to be made e.g. with respect to the flavor dependence of the nuclear effects. The constraints on the gluon distribution are also weak in these analyses, and it is only along with the RHIC pion data \[[@CR31]\] that an observable carrying direct information on the nuclear gluons has been added to the global fits -- first in EPS08 \[[@CR32]\] and EPS09 \[[@CR33]\], later in DSSZ \[[@CR34]\] and nCTEQ15 \[[@CR35]\]. The interpretation of the RHIC pion production data is not, however, entirely unambiguous as the parton-to-pion fragmentation functions (FFs) may as well undergo a nuclear modification \[[@CR36]\]. This approach was adopted in the DSSZ fit, and consequently their gluons show clearly weaker nuclear effects than in EPS09 (and nCTEQ15) where the FFs were considered to be free from nuclear modifications. To break the tie, more data and new observables were called for. To this end, the recent LHC dijet measurements \[[@CR37]\] from pPb collisions have been most essential as a consistent description of these data is obtained with EPS09 and nCTEQ15 but not with DSSZ \[[@CR38], [@CR39]\].

Another observable that has caused some controversy and debate during the past years is the neutrino--nucleus DIS. It has been claimed \[[@CR40]\] (see also Ref. \[[@CR41]\]) that the nuclear PDFs required to correctly describe neutrino data are different from those optimal for the charged-lepton induced DIS measurements. However, it has been demonstrated \[[@CR42], [@CR43]\] that problems appear only in the case of one single data set and, furthermore, that it seems to be largely a normalization issue (which could e.g. be related to the incident neutrino flux which is model-dependent). The neutrino data were also used in the DSSZ fit without visible difficulties.

New data from the LHC 2013 p-Pb run have gradually become available and their impact on the nuclear PDFs has been studied \[[@CR39], [@CR44]\] in the context of PDF reweighting \[[@CR45]\]. Apart from the aforementioned dijet data \[[@CR37]\] which will e.g. require a complete renovation of the DSSZ approach, the available W \[[@CR46], [@CR47]\] and Z \[[@CR48], [@CR49]\] data were found to have only a rather mild effect mainly for the limited statistical precision of the data. However, the analysis of Ref. \[[@CR39]\] used only nuclear PDFs (EPS09, DSSZ) in which flavor-independent valence and light sea-quark distributions were assumed at the parametrization scale. Thus, it could not reveal the possible constraints that these electroweak observables could have for a particular quark flavor. On the other hand, the analysis of Ref. \[[@CR44]\] involves some flavor dependence but the usage of absolute cross sections which are sensitive to the free-proton baseline PDFs complicates the interpretation of the results.

In the present paper, we update the EPS09 analysis by adding a wealth of new data from neutrino DIS \[[@CR50]\], pion--nucleus DY process \[[@CR51]--[@CR53]\], and especially LHC pPb dijet \[[@CR37]\], Z \[[@CR48], [@CR49]\] and W \[[@CR46]\] production. Thus, we take the global nuclear PDF fits onto a completely new level in the variety of data types. In addition, in comparison to EPS09, a large part of the whole framework is upgraded: we switch to a general-mass formalism for the heavy quarks, relax the assumption of the flavor independent nuclear modifications for quarks at the parametrization scale, undo the isospin corrections that some experiments had applied on their data, and also importantly, we now assign no extra weights to any of the data sets. In this updated analysis, we find no significant tension between the data sets considered, which lends support to the assumption of process-independent nuclear PDFs in the studied kinematical region. The result of the analysis presented in this paper is also published as a new set of next-to-leading order (NLO) nuclear PDFs, which we call EPPS16 and which supersedes our earlier set EPS09. The new EPPS16 set will be available at \[[@CR54]\].

Parametrization of nuclear PDFs {#Sec2}
===============================
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                \begin{document}$$R_i^A(x,Q^2)$$\end{document}$ is the scale-dependent nuclear modification. Our free-proton baseline is CT14NLO \[[@CR55]\]. Consistently with this choice, our analysis here uses the SACOT (simplified Aivazis--Collins--Olness--Tung) general-mass variable flavor number scheme \[[@CR56]--[@CR58]\] for the DIS cross sections. The fit function for the nuclear modifications $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2_0$$\end{document}$, illustrated in Fig. [1](#Fig1){ref-type="fig"}, is also largely inherited from our earlier analyses \[[@CR18], [@CR20], [@CR32], [@CR33]\],Fig. 1Illustration of the EPPS16 fit function $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\alpha =10x_a$$\end{document}$ and the *i* and *A* dependencies of the parameters on the r.h.s. are left implicit.[2](#Fn2){ref-type="fn"} The purpose of the exponent $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$x_a<0.1$$\end{document}$. The coefficients $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$y_e=R_i^A(x_e,Q^2_0)$$\end{document}$, as well as requiring continuity and vanishing first derivatives at the matching points $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$A_\mathrm{ref} = 12$$\end{document}$. By construction, the nuclear effects (deviations from unity) are now larger for heavier nuclei. Without the factor $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$A=2$$\end{document}$) to be free from nuclear effects though few-percent effects at high *x* are found e.g. in Ref. \[[@CR60]\]. The bound neutron PDFs $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$f_i^{\mathrm{n}/A}(x,Q^2)$$\end{document}$ are obtained from the bound proton PDFs by assuming isospin symmetry,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2>Q^2_0$$\end{document}$ the nuclear PDFs are obtained by solving the DGLAP evolution equations with two-loop splitting functions \[[@CR61], [@CR62]\]. We use our own DGLAP evolution code which is based on the solution method described in Ref. \[[@CR63]\] and also explained and benchmarked in Ref. \[[@CR64]\]. Our parametrization scale $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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As is well known, at NLO and beyond the PDFs do not need to be positive definite and we do not impose such a restriction either. In fact, doing so would be artificial since the parametrization scale is, in principle, arbitrary, and positive definite PDFs, say, at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Experimental data {#Sec3}
=================
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                \begin{document}$$\ell ^- A$$\end{document}$ DIS, p*A* DY and RHIC DAu pion data sets we use in the present analysis are the same as in the EPS09 fit. The only modification on this part is that we now remove the isoscalar corrections of the EMC, NMC and SLAC data (see the next subsection), which is important as we have freed the flavor dependence of the quark nuclear modifications. The $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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From the older measurements, also pion--nucleus DY data from the NA3 \[[@CR51]\], NA10 \[[@CR52]\], and E615 \[[@CR53]\] collaborations are now included. These data have been shown \[[@CR66], [@CR67]\] to carry some sensitivity to the flavor-dependent EMC effect. However, more stringent flavor-dependence constraints at large *x* are provided by the CHORUS (anti)neutrino--Pb DIS data \[[@CR50]\], whose treatment in the fit is detailedly explained in Sect. [3.2](#Sec5){ref-type="sec"}.

The present analysis is the first one to directly include LHC data. To this end, we use the currently published pPb data for heavy-gauge boson \[[@CR46], [@CR48], [@CR49]\] and dijet production \[[@CR37]\]. These observables have already been discussed in the literature \[[@CR39], [@CR44], [@CR68]--[@CR71]\] in the context of nuclear PDFs. Importantly, we include the LHC pPb data always as forward-to-backward ratios in which the cross sections at positive (pseudo)rapidities $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Table 1The data sets used in the EPPS16 analysis, listed in the order of growing nuclear mass number. The number of data points and their contribution to $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Isoscalar corrections {#Sec4}
---------------------

Part of the charged-lepton DIS data that have been used in the earlier global nPDF fits had been "corrected", in the original publications, for the isospin effects. That is, the experimental collaborations had tried to eliminate the effects emerging from the unequal number of protons and neutrons when making the comparison with the deuteron data. In this way the ratios $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$F_2^A/F_2^\mathrm{D}$$\end{document}$ could be directly interpreted in terms of nuclear effects in the PDFs. However, this is clearly an unnecessary operation from the viewpoint of global fits, which has previously caused some confusion regarding the nuclear valence-quark modifications: the particularly mild effects found in the nDS \[[@CR23]\] and DSSZ \[[@CR34]\] analyses (see Fig. [27](#Fig27){ref-type="fig"}) most likely originate from neglecting such a correction.

The structure function of a nucleus *A* with *Z* protons and *N* neutrons can be written as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\hat{F}_2^A/F_2^\mathrm{D}$$\end{document}$ reported by the experiments.

As discussed in Ref. \[[@CR67]\], also the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\pi ^- A$$\end{document}$ DY data from the NA10 collaboration \[[@CR52]\] have been balanced for the neutron excess. The correction was done by utilizing the leading-order DY cross section. Here, we account for this with the isospin correction factor given in Eq. (8) of Ref. \[[@CR67]\].

Treatment of neutrino DIS data {#Sec5}
------------------------------

In the present work we make use of the CHORUS neutrino and antineutrino DIS data \[[@CR50]\]. Similar measurements are available also from the CDHSW \[[@CR81]\] and NuTeV \[[@CR82]\] collaborations, but only for the CHORUS data the correlations of the systematic uncertainties are directly available in the form we need.[3](#Fn3){ref-type="fn"} Moreover, the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$^{208}$$\end{document}$Pb target has a larger neutron excess than the iron targets of CDHSW and NuTeV, thereby carrying more information on the flavor separation. The data are reported as double differential cross sections $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$d\sigma _{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}/\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y$$\end{document}$ in the standard DIS variables and, guided by our free-proton baseline fit CT14NLO \[[@CR55]\], the kinematic cuts we set on these data are $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$W^2>12.25 \, \mathrm{GeV}^2$$\end{document}$.[4](#Fn4){ref-type="fn"} In the computation of these NLO neutrino DIS cross sections, we apply the dominant electroweak \[[@CR83]\] and target-mass \[[@CR84]\] corrections as in Refs. \[[@CR42], [@CR43]\], together with the SACOT quark-mass scheme.

In order to suppress the theoretical uncertainties related to the free-proton PDFs, as well as experimental systematic uncertainties, we treat the data following the normalization prescription laid out in Ref. \[[@CR43]\]. For each (anti)neutrino beam energy *E*, we compute the total cross section as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \sigma _\mathrm{exp}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}(E) = \sum _{i} \frac{\mathrm{d}\sigma _{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y} \Delta _i^{xy} \delta _{E_,E_i}, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$E_i$$\end{document}$ is the beam energy corresponding to the *i*th data point. By $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\Delta _i^{xy}$$\end{document}$ we mean the size of the (*x*, *y*) bin (rectangles) to which the *i*th data point belongs. The original data are then normalized by the estimated total cross sections of Eq. ([15](#Equ15){ref-type=""}) as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \frac{\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y} \equiv \frac{\mathrm{d}\sigma _{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y} \bigg / \sigma _\mathrm{exp}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}(E=E_i). \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$As discussed e.g. in \[[@CR45], [@CR85]\], the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2$$\end{document}$ contribution of data with correlated uncertainties is obtained in terms of the covariance matrix *C* as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{j, \mathrm{th}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}/{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y}$$\end{document}$ are the computed differential cross sections normalized by the corresponding integrated cross section (similarly to Eq. ([16](#Equ16){ref-type=""})). The elements of the covariance matrix are in our case defined as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} C_{ij} \equiv (\tilde{\delta }_i^\mathrm{stat})^2 \delta _{ij} + \sum _k \tilde{\beta }_i^k \tilde{\beta }_j^k, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$where the statistical uncertainty $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}/{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y}$$\end{document}$ is computed from the original statistical uncertainties $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \tilde{\delta }_i^\mathrm{stat} \equiv \delta _i^\mathrm{stat}/\sigma _\mathrm{exp}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}(E_i). \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$Here we neglect the statistical uncertainty of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\sigma ^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}(E)$$\end{document}$ as for this integrated quantity it is always clearly smaller than that of the individual data points. The point-to-point correlated systematic uncertainties $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\tilde{\beta }_i^k$$\end{document}$ for the normalized data points we form as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \sigma _k^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}(E) = \sum _{i} \left( \frac{\mathrm{d}\sigma _{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y} +\beta _i^k \right) \Delta _i^{xy}\delta _{E_,E_i}. \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$Above, the index *k* labels the parameters controlling the experimental systematic uncertainties and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _i^k$$\end{document}$ are the cross-section shifts corresponding to a one standard deviation change in the *k*th parameter. We note that $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\tilde{\beta }_i^k$$\end{document}$ in Eq. ([20](#Equ20){ref-type=""}) for the relative cross sections in Eq. ([16](#Equ16){ref-type=""}) are constructed such that if the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\beta _i^k$$\end{document}$ correspond only to the same relative normalization shift for all points, then $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{i, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}/{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y}$$\end{document}$ to the systematic uncertainty parameters is linear.

As shown in e.g. Ref. \[[@CR42]\], the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2$$\end{document}$ dependence of nuclear effects in neutrino DIS data is weak. Hence, for a concise graphical presentation of the data as a function of *x*, we integrate over the *y* variable by$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \frac{\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{\mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x}(E) = \sum _{j} \frac{\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{j, \mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}}{\mathrm{d}x\mathrm{d}y} \Delta _j^{y} \delta _{x,x_j}\delta _{E_,E_j}, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\Delta _j^{y}$$\end{document}$ is the size of the *y* bin to which the *j*th data point belongs, and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$x_j$$\end{document}$ the corresponding value of the *x* variable. The overall statistical uncertainty to the relative cross section in Eq. ([22](#Equ22){ref-type=""}) is computed as$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \delta ^\mathrm{stat} (E,x) = \sqrt{\sum _{j} \left( \tilde{\delta }^\mathrm{stat}_j \Delta _j^{y} \right) ^2 \delta _{x,x_j}\delta _{E,E_j}} \, , \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$and the total systematic uncertainty is given by$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$${\mathrm{d}\tilde{\sigma }_{\mathrm{exp}}^{\nu , \overline{\nu }}} / {\mathrm{d}x}$$\end{document}$ presented in Sect. [5](#Sec9){ref-type="sec"} (Figs. [20](#Fig20){ref-type="fig"}, [21](#Fig21){ref-type="fig"}), the statistical and total systematic uncertainties have been added in quadrature. We also divide by the theory values obtained by using the CT14NLO free-proton PDFs (but still with the correct amount of protons and neutrons). We stress that Eqs. ([22](#Equ22){ref-type=""})--([25](#Equ25){ref-type=""}) are used only for a simple graphical presentation of the data but not for the actual fit.

Look-up tables for LHC observables and others {#Sec6}
---------------------------------------------

In order to efficiently include the LHC observables in our fit at the NLO level, a fast method to evaluate the cross sections is essential. We have adopted the following pragmatic approach: For a given observable, a hard-process cross section $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\sigma ^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ in pPb collisions, we set up a grid in the *x* variable of the Pb nucleus, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$x_0,\ldots ,x_N=1$$\end{document}$, and evaluate, for each *x* bin *k* and parton flavor *j* $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \sigma _{j,k}^\mathrm{pPb} = \sum _{i} f_i^\mathrm{p} \otimes \hat{\sigma }_{ij} \otimes f_{j,k}^\mathrm{Pb}, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\hat{\sigma }_{ij}$$\end{document}$ are the coefficient functions appropriate for a given process and $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$f_{j,k}^\mathrm{Pb}$$\end{document}$ involve only proton PDFs with no nuclear modifications,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} f_{j,k}^\mathrm{Pb}(x)&\equiv \sum _\ell \left[ Zf_{\ell }^\mathrm{p, Pb}(x) + Nf_{\ell }^\mathrm{n, Pb}(x)\right] \bigg |_{R_j^\mathrm{Pb}=1, R_{i\ne j }^\mathrm{Pb}= 0 } \nonumber \\&\quad \times \theta \left( x-x_{k-1} \right) \theta \left( x_{k}-x \right) . \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$Thus, the functions $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$f_{j,k}^\mathrm{Pb}$$\end{document}$ pick up the partonic weight of the nuclear modification $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$R_j^\mathrm{Pb}$$\end{document}$ in a given interval $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$x_{k-1}< x < x_{k}$$\end{document}$. Since the nuclear modification factors $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$R_i^A$$\end{document}$ are relatively slowly varying functions in *x* (e.g. in comparison to the absolute PDFs), the observable $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sigma ^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ can be computed as a sum of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sigma _{j,k}^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ weighted by the appropriate nuclear modification,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} \sigma ^\mathrm{pPb} = \sum _{j,k} \sigma _{j,k}^\mathrm{pPb} R_j^\mathrm{Pb}(x_{k-1}< x < x_{k}). \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$As an illustration, in Fig. [3](#Fig3){ref-type="fig"}, we show the histograms of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sigma _{j,k}^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ corresponding to W$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$^+$$\end{document}$ production measured by CMS in the bin $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$1< \eta _\mathrm{lab} < 1.5$$\end{document}$. For the electroweak LHC observables we have used the MCFM code \[[@CR86]\] to compute the grids, and for dijet production the modified EKS code \[[@CR87]--[@CR89]\].

We set up similar grids also for inclusive pion production in DAu collisions at RHIC using the INCNLO \[[@CR90]\] code with KKP FFs \[[@CR91]\], and for the DY process in $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\pi A$$\end{document}$ collisions using MCFM with the GRV pion PDFs \[[@CR92]\]. In all cases, we have checked that the grids reproduce a direct evaluation of the observables within 1% accuracy in the case of EPS09 nuclear PDFs.Fig. 3An example of the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sigma _{j,k}^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ histograms used in evaluating the LHC pPb cross sections in Eq. ([28](#Equ28){ref-type=""}). The cross section $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\sigma ^\mathrm{pPb}$$\end{document}$ is computed as a sum of all the bins weighted by the appropriate nuclear modification factors. The sum of all the bins gives the cross section with no nuclear modifications ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$R_i^\mathrm{Pb}=1$$\end{document}$)

Analysis procedure {#Sec7}
==================

The standard statistical procedure for comparing experimental data to theory is to inspect the behavior of the overall $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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In our previous EPS09 analysis, additional weight factors were included in Eq. ([29](#Equ29){ref-type=""}) to increase the importance of some hand-picked data sets. We emphasize that in the present EPPS16 study we have abandoned this practice due to the subjectiveness it entails. In the EPS09 analysis the use of such data weights was also partially related to technical difficulties in finding a stable minimum of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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As the nuclear PDFs are here allowed to go negative it is also possible to drift to a situation in which the longitudinal structure function $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Uncertainty analysis {#Sec8}
--------------------

As in our earlier analysis EPS09, we use the Hessian-matrix-based approach to estimate the PDF uncertainties \[[@CR98]\]. The dominant behavior of the global $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Another possibility, which is the option chosen in the present study, is to scan the neighborhood of the minimum $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The basic idea in the determination of the PDF uncertainty sets in the present work is similar to that in the EPS09 analysis. As in EPS09, for each data set *k* with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The parameter values that define the fit functions, the nuclear modifications $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Second, interestingly also the *u* and *d* sea-quark modifications are very similar in the central set $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Third, the central value of the strange-quark nuclear modification indicates stronger nuclear effects than for the other light sea quarks. On the other hand, the uncertainty is also significant and even a large enhancement at small *x* appears possible. While such an effect is theoretically unlikely (we would expect shadowing), it is consistent with the utilized data whose uncertainties our uncertainty bands represent. It should also be borne in mind that the determination of the strange quark in CT14 (our baseline PDF) may suffer from uncertainties (e.g. related to treatment of dimuon process in neutrino--nucleus DIS) and can, to some extent, affect the nuclear modifications we obtain. Thus, building a "hard wall" e.g. prohibiting an enhancement at small *x* is not justified either. Nevertheless, the found central values of the strange-quark nuclear modifications are clearly in a sensible ballpark.
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Fourth, for gluon distributions the uncertainties are large at small *x* at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Fifth, on average, the nuclear effects of lead tend to be stronger than those of carbon and also the uncertainties on lead are larger than those on carbon. Given that most of the data are for heavier nuclei than carbon, especially the smaller errors for carbon may appear a bit puzzling. The reason is in the new way of parametrizing the *A* dependence of the nuclear effects, see Eq. ([3](#Equ3){ref-type=""}), that favours larger nuclei to exhibit larger nuclear effects.

Sixth, the parametrization bias that our fit function entails is particularly well visible in the valence-quark panels where a narrow "throat" at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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In Sect. [4.1](#Sec8){ref-type="sec"} we mentioned that the two error-determination options, the dynamical tolerance and fixed global tolerance, lead to similar uncertainty estimates. To demonstrate this, we plot in Fig. [11](#Fig11){ref-type="fig"} the error bands of the nuclear effects $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Comparison with data {#Sec11}
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Figures [12](#Fig12){ref-type="fig"}, [13](#Fig13){ref-type="fig"}, [14](#Fig14){ref-type="fig"}, [15](#Fig15){ref-type="fig"}, [16](#Fig16){ref-type="fig"}, [17](#Fig17){ref-type="fig"}, [18](#Fig18){ref-type="fig"}, [19](#Fig19){ref-type="fig"}, [20](#Fig20){ref-type="fig"} and [21](#Fig21){ref-type="fig"} present a comparison of the EPPS16 fit with the experimental data of Table [1](#Tab1){ref-type="table"}, computing the PDF error propagation according to Eq. ([53](#Equ53){ref-type=""}). The error bars shown on the experimental data correspond to the statistical and systematic errors added in quadrature. The charged-lepton DIS data are shown in Figs. [12](#Fig12){ref-type="fig"}, [13](#Fig13){ref-type="fig"}, [14](#Fig14){ref-type="fig"} and [15](#Fig15){ref-type="fig"}. We note that, for undoing the isoscalar corrections as explained in Sect. [3.1](#Sec4){ref-type="sec"}, the data appear somewhat different from those e.g. in the EPS09 paper. On average, the data are well reproduced by the fit. In some cases the uncertainty bands are rather asymmetric (see e.g. the NMC data panel in Fig. [15](#Fig15){ref-type="fig"}) which was the case in the EPS09 fit as well. This is likely to come from the fact that the *A* dependence is parametrized only at few values of *x* (small-*x* limit, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The p*A* vs. pD Drell--Yan data are shown in Figs. [16](#Fig16){ref-type="fig"} and [17](#Fig17){ref-type="fig"}. In the calculation of the corresponding differential NLO cross sections $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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The pion--*A* DY data are presented in Fig. [18](#Fig18){ref-type="fig"}. As is evident from the figure, these data set into the EPPS16 fit without causing a significant tension. Overall, however, the statistical weight of these data is not enough to set stringent additional constraints to nuclear PDFs. Similarly to the findings of Ref. \[[@CR67]\], the optimal data normalization of the lower-energy NA10 data (the lower right panel) is rather large ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$x_2$$\end{document}$ dependence of the data is well in line with the fit.

The collider data, i.e. new LHC pPb data as well as the PHENIX DAu data, are shown in Fig. [19](#Fig19){ref-type="fig"}. To ease the interpretation of the LHC data (forward-to-backward ratios), the baseline with no nuclear effects in PDFs is always indicated as well. The baseline deviates from unity for isospin effects (unequal amount of protons and neutrons in Pb) as well as for experimental acceptances. For the electroweak observables, the nuclear effects cause suppression in the computed forward-to-backward ratios (with respect to the baseline with no nuclear effects) as one is predominantly probing the region below $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$x\sim 0.1$$\end{document}$ where the net nuclear effect of sea quarks has a downward slope toward small *x*. Very roughly, the probed nuclear *x*-regions can be estimated by $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$y<0$$\end{document}$). The suppression comes about as smaller-*x* quark distributions are divided by larger-*x* (less-shadowed or antishadowed) quarks. In the case of dijets, the nuclear PDFs are sampled at higher *x* and, in contrast to the electroweak bosons, an enhancement is observed. In our calculations, this follows essentially from antishadowed gluons becoming divided by EMC-suppressed gluon distributions; see Ref. \[[@CR70]\] for more detailed discussions. The PHENIX pion data \[[@CR31]\] is also well consistent with EPPS16, though, for the more precise CMS dijet data, its role is no longer as essential as in the EPS09 analysis.

Finally, comparisons with the CHORUS neutrino and antineutrino data are shown in Figs. [20](#Fig20){ref-type="fig"} and [21](#Fig21){ref-type="fig"}. The data exhibit a rather typical pattern of antishadowing followed by an EMC effect at large *x*. The incident beam energies are not high enough to reach the small-*x* region where a shadowing effect would be expected. Toward small *x*, however, the data do appear to show a slight downward bend, a possible onset of shadowing.
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Fig. 22The nuclear modifications at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2=10 \, \mathrm{GeV}^2$$\end{document}$ from the EPPS16 fit (*black central line* and *light-blue bands*) compared with the baseline fit (*green curves with hatching*) which uses only the data included in the EPS09 fit Fig. 23The contribution of the CHORUS data \[[@CR50]\] to the total $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$y_a^{g}-y_e^{g}$$\end{document}$ (*right*). The *green squares* correspond to the EPPS16 error sets and the *red circles* to the error sets from the baseline fit. The *arrow* indicates the direction of change induced by inclusion of these data into the analysis Fig. 24The values of $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2/N_\mathrm{data}$$\end{document}$ from the baseline fit (*red bars*) and EPPS16 (*green bars*) for data in Table [1](#Tab1){ref-type="table"} Fig. 25Comparison of the EPPS16 nuclear modifications (*black central curve with shaded uncertainty bands*) with those from the nCTEC15 analysis \[[@CR35]\] (*red curves with hatching*) at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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To appreciate the effects induced by the new data (pion--*A* DY, neutrino DIS and LHC data) in the EPPS16 fit, we have performed another fit excluding these data sets but still correcting the DIS data for the isospin effects. This fit is referred to as "baseline" in the following. The resulting nuclear modifications for Pb at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2= 10 \, \mathrm{GeV}^2$$\end{document}$ with a comparison to the EPPS16 results are shown in Fig. [22](#Fig22){ref-type="fig"}. For the baseline fit here, the global tolerance is $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\Delta \chi ^2_\mathrm{baseline}=35$$\end{document}$. As seen in the figure, it is not always the case that the uncertainties of EPPS16 would be smaller than those of the baseline. This originates from the mutually different global tolerances of the two fits and from the differences of the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2$$\end{document}$ behavior around the minima. In any case, the uncertainty bands always overlap and both of these enclose the central values both from the baseline fit and the full analysis. Thus, the two are consistent. Qualitatively, the most notable changes are that, in comparison to the baseline, the EPPS16 central values of both valence-quark flavors as well as that of gluons exhibit a very similar antishadowing effect followed by an EMC pit. We have observed that this difference is mostly caused by the addition of neutrino DIS data (valence quarks) and the CMS dijet data (gluons). This is also illustrated in Fig. [23](#Fig23){ref-type="fig"} where the left-hand panel shows the $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$y_a^{g}-y_e^{g}$$\end{document}$. The individual points correspond to the EPPS16 and baseline-fit error sets. From these panels we learn that in order to optimally reproduce the CHORUS data we need $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$y_a^\mathrm{g} > y_e^\mathrm{g}$$\end{document}$ (EMC effect). The other new data (pion--*A* DY, LHC electroweak data) do not generate such a strong pull away from the central set of the baseline fit. Also the PHENIX data prefers a solution with a gluon EMC effect, but the contribution of these data in the total $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2$$\end{document}$ budget is so small that such a tendency is practically lost in the noise (in the EPS09 analysis this was compensated by giving these data an additional weight). The inclusion of the dijet data has also decreased the gluon uncertainties at large *x*, excluding the solutions with no antishadowing. In the case of *u* and *d* sea quarks there are no significant differences between the baseline fit and EPPS16. It appears that the *s*-quark uncertainty at small *x* has somewhat reduced by the inclusion of the new data, but the uncertainty is in any case large.Fig. 26The CMS dijet data \[[@CR37]\] compared with the results obtained with the EPPS16 (*blue bands*), nCTEQ15 \[[@CR35]\] (*red bands*) and DSSZ \[[@CR34]\] (*hatched bands*) nuclear PDFs
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2/N_\mathrm{data}$$\end{document}$ for individual data sets are shown in Fig. [24](#Fig24){ref-type="fig"}. For the CMS dijet data the baseline fit gives a very large value but this disagreement disappears when these data are included in the fit. However, upon including the new data no obvious conflicts with the other data sets show up and thus the new data appear consistent with the old. While it is true that on average $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\chi ^2/N_\mathrm{data}$$\end{document}$ is somewhat large but, as can be clearly seen from Fig. [13](#Fig13){ref-type="fig"}, there appears to be large fluctuations in the data (see the two data points below the EPPS16 error band). While the improvement in $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2=10\,\mathrm{GeV}^2$$\end{document}$. The *upper panels* correspond to the average valence and sea-quark modifications of Eqs. ([54](#Equ54){ref-type=""}) and ([55](#Equ55){ref-type=""}), the *bottom panel* is for gluons
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In Fig. [25](#Fig25){ref-type="fig"} we compare our EPPS16 results at the scale $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\Delta \chi ^2 = 52$$\end{document}$ and in this sense one would expect uncertainty bands of comparable size. The quark PDFs were allowed to be partly flavor dependent in the nCTEQ15 analysis (although to a much lesser extent than in EPPS16), hence we show the comparison for all parametrized parton species. The two fits (as well as nCTEQ15 and our baseline fit in Fig. [22](#Fig22){ref-type="fig"}) can be considered compatible since the uncertainty bands always overlap. For all the sea quarks the nCTEQ15 uncertainties appear clearly smaller than those of EPPS16 though less data was used in nCTEQ15. This follows from the more restrictive assumptions made in the nCTEQ15 analysis regarding the sea-quark fit functions: nCTEQ15 has only 2 free parameters for all sea quarks together, while EPSS16 has 9. Specifically, the nCTEQ15 analysis constrains only the sum of nuclear $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\bar{u} + \bar{d}$$\end{document}$ with an assumption that the nuclear *s* quarks are obtained from $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$\bar{u} + \bar{d}$$\end{document}$ in a fixed way. In contrast, EPPS16 has freedom for all sea-quark flavors separately, and hence also larger, but less biased, error bars. For the valence quarks, the nCTEQ15 uncertainties are somewhat larger than the EPPS16 errors around the *x*-region of the EMC effect which is most likely related to the extra constraints the EPPS16 analysis has obtained from the neutrino DIS data. Especially the central value for $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$x \sim 0.1$$\end{document}$ is presumably a similar fit-function artifact as what we have for EPPS16 at slightly smaller *x*. Such a small uncertainty is supposedly also the reason why nCTEQ15 arrives at smaller uncertainties in the shadowing region than EPPS16. For the gluons the nCTEQ15 uncertainties are clearly larger than those of EPPS16, except in the small-*x* region. While, in part, the larger uncertainties are related to the LHC dijet data that are included in EPPS16 but not in nCTEQ15, this is not the complete explanation as around $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$$x \sim 0.1$$\end{document}$ the nCTEQ15 uncertainties also largely exceed the uncertainties from our baseline fit (see Fig. [22](#Fig22){ref-type="fig"}). Since the data constraints for gluons in both analyses are essentially the same, the reason must lie in the more stringent $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$Q^2$$\end{document}$ data points where the indirect effects of gluon distributions via parton evolution are the strongest. The inclusion of the dijet data into the nCTEQ15 analysis would clearly have a dramatic impact. This can be understood from Fig. [26](#Fig26){ref-type="fig"} where we compare the CMS dijet data also with the nCTEQ15 prediction (here, we have formed the nCTEQ15 nuclear modifications from their absolute distributions and used the same dijet grid as in the EPPS16 analysis).

A comparison of EPPS16 with EPS09 \[[@CR33]\] and DSSZ \[[@CR34]\] is presented in Fig. [27](#Fig27){ref-type="fig"}. In the EPS09 and DSSZ analyses the nuclear modifications of valence and sea quarks were flavor independent at the parametrization scale and, to make a fair comparison we plot, in addition to the gluons, the average nuclear modifications for the valence quarks and light sea quarks,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\begin{aligned} R_\mathrm{S}^\mathrm{Pb}&\equiv \frac{\overline{u}^\mathrm{p/Pb}+\overline{d}^\mathrm{p/Pb}+\overline{s}^\mathrm{p/Pb}}{\overline{u}^\mathrm{p}+\overline{d}^\mathrm{p}+\overline{s}^\mathrm{p}}, \end{aligned}$$\end{document}$$instead of individual flavors. For the valence sector, all parametrizations give very similar results except DSSZ in the EMC-effect region. As noted earlier in Sect. [3.1](#Sec4){ref-type="sec"} and in Ref. \[[@CR6]\] this is likely to originate from ignoring the isospin corrections in the DSSZ fit. The sea-quark modifications look also mutually rather alike, the EPPS16 uncertainties being somewhat larger than the others as, being flavor dependent, the sea quarks in EPPS16 have more degrees of freedom. As has been understood already some while ago \[[@CR5], [@CR6]\], the DSSZ parametrization has almost no nuclear effects in gluons as nuclear effects were included in the FFs \[[@CR36]\] when computing inclusive pion production at RHIC. As a result, DSSZ does not reproduce the new CMS dijet measurements as shown here in Fig. [26](#Fig26){ref-type="fig"}. Between EPS09 and EPPS16, the gluon uncertainties are larger in EPPS16. While EPPS16 includes more constraints for the gluons (especially the CMS dijet data), in EPS09 the PHENIX data was assigned an additional weight factor of 20. This in effect increased the importance of these data, making the uncertainties smaller than what they would have been without such a weight (the baseline-fit gluons in Fig. [22](#Fig22){ref-type="fig"} serve as a representative of an unweighted case). In addition, in EPPS16 one more gluon parameter is left free ($\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Application: W charge asymmetry {#Sec14}
===============================

The W charge-asymmetry measurement by CMS in pPb collisions \[[@CR46]\] revealed some deviations from the NLO calculations in the backward direction and it was suggested that this difference could be due to flavor-dependent PDF nuclear modifications. While it was shown in Ref. \[[@CR103]\] that such a difference does not appear in the ATLAS PbPb data \[[@CR104]\] at the same probed values of *x*, the situation still remains unclear. To see how large variations the new EPPS16 can accommodate, we compare in Fig. [28](#Fig28){ref-type="fig"} the CMS data with the EPPS16 and EPS09 predictions using the CT14NLO proton PDFs. As discussed in the original EPS09 paper \[[@CR33]\], the total uncertainty should be computed by adding in quadrature the uncertainties stemming separately from EPPS16 and from the free-proton baseline PDFs,$$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\delta \mathcal {O}_\mathrm{baseline}$$\end{document}$ by the same equation but using the free-proton error sets with the central set of EPPS16. The same has been done in the case of EPS09 results. While the differences between the central predictions of EPPS16 and EPS09 are tiny, it can be seen that the uncertainty bands of EPPS16 are clearly wider and, within the uncertainties, the data and EPPS16 are in a fair agreement. As this observable is mostly sensitive to the free-proton baseline (to first approximation the nuclear effects in PDFs cancel) we do not use these asymmetry data as a constraint in the actual fit in which we aim to expose the nuclear effects in PDFs.

Summary and outlook {#Sec15}
===================

We have introduced a significantly updated global analysis of NLO nuclear PDFs -- EPPS16 -- with less biased, flavor-dependent fit functions and a larger variety of data constraints than in other concurrent analyses. In particular, new LHC data from the 2013 pPb run are for the first time directly included. Another important addition here is the neutrino--nucleus DIS data. Also the older pion--nucleus DY data are now for the first time part of the analysis. From the new data, the most significant role is played by the neutrino DIS data and the LHC dijet measurements whose addition leads to a consistent picture of qualitatively similar nuclear modifications for all partonic species. Remarkably, the addition of new data types into the global fit does not generate notable tensions with the previously considered data sets. This lends support to the validity of collinear factorization and process-independent nuclear PDFs in the kinematical $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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However, the uncertainties are still significant for all components and, clearly, more data is therefore required. In this respect, the prospects for rapid developments of nuclear PDFs are very good: It can be expected that new data from the LHC will be available soon. For example, from the 2013 pPb data taking, a more differential dijet analysis by the CMS collaboration \[[@CR105]\] as well as W data by ATLAS \[[@CR106]\] are still being prepared. In November--December 2016, the LHC has recorded pPb collisions at the highest energy ever, $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\sqrt{s}=8.16$$\end{document}$ TeV, with more than six times more statistics than that from the 2013 pPb run at $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$\sqrt{s}=5.02$$\end{document}$ TeV.[5](#Fn5){ref-type="fn"} The new data from this run will provide further constraints to the nuclear PDFs in the near future. As in the case of free-proton PDFs \[[@CR107], [@CR108]\] heavy-flavor production at forward direction \[[@CR109]\] may offer novel small-*x* input. An interesting opportunity is also the possibility of the LHCb experiment to operate in a fixed-target mode and measure e.g. pNe (and other noble gases) collisions \[[@CR110]\]. From other experiments, new fixed-target proton-induced Drell--Yan data from the Fermilab E-906/SeaQuest experiment \[[@CR115]\] should also provide better constraints e.g. for the *A* dependence of the sea-quark nuclear modifications.

Further in the future, the planned Electron--Ion Collider \[[@CR111]\] (and LHeC \[[@CR112]\] if materialized) will provide high-precision DIS constraints for all nuclear parton flavors. In addition, the possible realization of a new forward calorimeter (FOCAL) at the ALICE experiment \[[@CR113]\] would, in turn, give a possibility to measure isolated photons in the region sensitive to low *x* gluons \[[@CR114]\].

On the theoretical side, there is ample room for improvements as well. For example, similarly to the free-proton fits, an upgrade to next-to-NLO or inclusion of photon distributions and mixed QCD--QED parton evolution are obvious further developments. In a longer run, to avoid biases due to specific baseline proton PDFs, especially regarding the *s* quark sector, fitting the proton PDFs and nuclear PDFs in one single analysis is ultimately needed.

For studies addressing origins of the nuclear effects, see e.g. Refs. \[[@CR28]--[@CR30]\].

See Ref. \[[@CR59]\] for a study experimenting with a more flexible fit function at small *x*.

<http://choruswww.cern.ch/Publications/DIS-data/>.

The cuts are more stringent here than for other DIS data as only absolute cross sections are available (instead of those relative to a lighter nucleus).

[https://lpc.web.cern.ch/lumiplots_2016_PbPb.htm](https://lpc.web.cern.ch/lumiplots%5f2016%5fPbPb.htm).
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